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1. Title: A Turbulent Silk Road: China's Vulnerable Foreign Policy in the Middle East and North Africa
Authors: Andrea Ghiselli, Pippa Morgan.
Abstract: The nexus between China's human and economic presence abroad and its security policy is increasingly important. Within this nexus, this study statistically explores whether and to what extent Chinese contractors reduce the number of Chinese nationals they send to work in North Africa, the Middle East and the Horn of Africa when the security situation in host states worsens. We find no significant evidence that either warnings from Chinese embassies and consulates to leave host countries or expert perceptions of host stability influence the number of Chinese workers. Worker numbers appear to decrease significantly only in the aftermath of large-scale violent events. These findings suggest that Chinese companies are relatively acceptant of security risks and uncertainties, despite the decade-long regulatory efforts of the Chinese government to make them more security-conscious overseas and, thus, to reduce pressure to use diplomatically and economically expensive military means for their protection.
2. Title: Village Leaders, Dual Brokerage and Political Order in Rural China
Authors: Xi Chen, Jingping Liu.
Abstract: Drawing on an ethnographic study in two counties in Hunan province, this article explores how political brokerage has contributed to political order in China by facilitating contentious and non-contentious bargaining between the government and ordinary people. To account for the changing role of village leaders in rural politics, the article develops a concept of dual brokerage. This concept not only recognizes formal and informal linkages between village leaders and the two principals – the government and the community of villagers – but also underscores the interactivity between the linkages. We contend that despite the tensions between village leaders’ roles as state agents and as village representatives, these two roles in the reform era tend to be mutually beneficial. Under such an institutional configuration, village leaders in China in the reform era have strong incentives to act as dual agents and can make policy implementation more flexible and the use of state force more moderate. A comparison between the trilateral interactions before and after the tax reform in 2005 confirms that whether village leaders can effectively act as dual agents has a significant impact on the quality of rural governance in China.
3. Title: Blame Avoidance in China's Cadre Responsibility System
Authors: Jiayuan Li, Xing Ni, Rui Wang.
Abstract: This article contends that prior research on the behaviour of Chinese local cadres pays limited attention to their motivation for avoiding blame. Using qualitative data from three field studies conducted in Guangdong province, the study focuses on blame avoidance in the cadre responsibility system, which is recognized as an important instrument for state capacity building. Our analysis uncovers three major discursive strategies used by grassroots cadres to manage blame either before or after it is apportioned: de-legitimating performance standards, re-attributing blame and transferring blame risk. We find that local cadres have a role as blame makers in shifting blame and accusations. This finding challenges the conventional view, which typically sees local officials as blame takers. The article concludes by elaborating on the wider implications of this finding and proposing avenues for future research.
4. Title: Governmentality and Translation: Re-thinking the Cultural Politics of Lineage Landscapes in Contemporary Rural China
Authors: Ningning Chen.
Abstract: This paper explores the cultural politics of lineage landscapes in contemporary rural China. Drawing on a combined governmentality/translation approach and ethnographic fieldwork in rural Wenzhou, it examines how the state governs the production of lineage landscapes and how local lineages translate governmental technologies in complex ways. Empirical evidence reveals that the government develops diversified rationalities and modes of governance to direct the (re)construction of lineage landscapes. It is also found that local lineages are skilled at appropriating state discourses and practices as well as enrolling other (non-)human actors, thereby legitimizing their landscape projects of ancestral tombs and memorials. On the ground, they often displace state objectives with the production of their preferred landscape (for example, “chair” tombs). Respectful of ancestors, state agents sometimes turn a blind eye to local displacement; however, while encountering challenges from the higher-level government, they intensify regulation, but lineages still retain the capacity to negotiate with them. With sensitivity to the entanglement of diversified actors and their dynamic interactions, this paper underlines the multiplicity and contingency of state governance and societal responses. It also foregrounds the cultural politics of lineage landscapes as a process of translating governmental technologies characterized by continuous mobilization, displacement and negotiation in a heterogeneous network.
5. Title: Peace in the Shadow of Unrest: yinao and the State Response in China
Authors: Xian Huang.
Abstract: Much research on contentious politics focuses on the origins and dynamics of contention or the impact of contention on policy change. Although some studies have delved into the state reactions to contention, relatively little is known about the outcome or effectiveness of state responses, especially in non-democratic settings. This paper attempts to fill this gap and to uncover the policy feedback effect in non-democratic settings by studying the Chinese state's repression of violent incidents targeted at healthcare personnel and facilities (yinao). I argue that without comprehensive healthcare reforms to tackle the root causes of yinao, state repression of yinao generates unintended adverse outcomes, causing the doctor–patient relationship to deteriorate. Using the difference-in-differences method with China Family Panel Studies data for 2014 and 2016, I find that the criminalization of yinao diminishes public trust in doctors and confidence in hospitals’ competence and instead increases public concerns about the healthcare system.
6. Title: State-led Financialization in China: The Case of the Government-guided Investment Fund
Authors: Fenghua Pan, Fangzhu Zhang, Fulong Wu.
Abstract: China is witnessing a growing trend towards financialization by the state. Drawing on the concept of state-led financialization, this study is the first to explore how the government-guided investment fund (GGIF) has evolved and spread throughout the country. The promotion policies and practices of the central government have laid the key foundation for the development of GGIFs, while local governments have quickly adopted this new financial tool, resulting in its widespread take up. State-owned enterprises are heavily involved in the operation of GGIFs, indicating that this market-oriented tool has largely failed to attract capital from the private sector. This study shows that state-led financialization in China has strengthened rather than weakened the influence of the state in the economy, which is not the case in most Western economies. However, the limitations and risks of the GGIF are also related to the dominant role of the state in GGIF operations.
7. Title: “The Party Must Strengthen Its Leadership in Finance!”: Digital Technologies and Financial Governance in China's Fintech Development
Authors: Jing Wang.
Abstract: This article examines the roles digital technologies have played in propelling the shifts in modes of financial governance which have been led by the Chinese Communist Party and enacted by a wide spectrum of regulative actors. Based on analyses of the laws, policies and regulations surrounding digital financial technologies, or so-called fintechs, as well as in-depth interviews with government officials and fintech business executives, I argue that the proliferation of fintechs challenged the existing regulatory schemes defined by the Central Bank and the State Council. This forced a reconsideration of the Chinese government's hegemonic strategies in governing the rapidly changing financial industries. While digital technologies have been promoted to accomplish the goals set by the Party for financial marketization and modernization, a set of institutions including regulatory, organizational and normative rules have been developed to strengthen the Party's control over the digitization of finance. This contradiction is pivotal to understanding the Party's financial policymaking in the digital age.
8. Title: State-adjacent Professionals: How Chinese Lawyers Participate in Political Life
Authors: Lawrence J. Liu, Rachel E. Stern.
Abstract: This article complicates the conventional wisdom that Chinese lawyers are either politically liberal activists or apolitical hired guns by training our attention on the group of lawyers who choose to stand adjacent to the state and participate in governance. Through an examination of how and why winners of the state-sanctioned Outstanding Lawyer Award participate in politics, we illustrate how state-adjacent lawyers provide the state with information and persuade others to behave in ways the state considers appropriate. Although proximity to power affords some social and professional benefits, award winners are also motivated by a commitment to improving Chinese society. By highlighting the political role played by lawyers who serve as a bridge between state and society, we open the door to future research on the relationship between the state and professionals in other industries and countries, and call for continued attention to how inequality shapes opportunities for political participation in China.
9. Title: Class Consciousness of Rural Migrant Children in China
Authors: Jiaxin Chen, Dan Wang.
Abstract: The state of class consciousness of working-class children in China has received scant attention in the scholarly literature. This study examines the class consciousness of rural migrant children as they are about to join their migrant parents and become “China's new workers.” Qualitative investigations were conducted in two primary schools in Beijing. Focus group and individual interviews were held with 87 fifth- and sixth-grade migrant children in the two case schools and 324 valid student questionnaires were collected. The findings reveal that migrant children are aware of the unequal class relationships suffered by migrant workers; however, their interpretations of class-based injustices exhibit false consciousness, shadowed by individualism, meritocracy and the duality of images. Family and school may play vital roles in shaping migrant children's class consciousness.
10. Title: How Chinese Newlyweds’ Experiences as Singletons or Siblings Affect Their Fertility Desires
Authors: Cong Zhang, Aaron Z. Yang, Sung won Kim, Vanessa L. Fong.
Abstract: Did growing up as singletons (only-children) convince young adults born under China's one-child policy of the superiority of singleton status and therefore the desirability of not having more than one child? This article draws on interviews with 52 childless newlyweds in Dalian, China, to help answer this question. We found that far from convincing them of the superiority of singleton status, the feelings of loneliness experienced by singletons in childhood and adulthood have convinced most of them that it is better to have a sibling than to be a singleton and thus it is better to have two children instead of one. Moreover, interviewees who did have siblings tended to corroborate singletons’ beliefs about how valuable a sibling can be in both childhood and adulthood.
11. Title: Sex Work and Stigma Management in China and Hong Kong: The Role of State Policy and NGO Advocacy
Authors: Susanne Y.P. Choi, Ruby Y.S. Lai.
Abstract: This paper examines the impacts of state policies and NGO advocacy on female sex workers’ identity and how they manage stigma. Comparing three groups of sex workers – those born and working in mainland China, those born and working in Hong Kong, and those born in mainland China who later migrated to Hong Kong and entered the sex industry – this paper suggests that differences in state policies on prostitution and the different degrees of visibility of NGOs campaigning for sex workers’ rights are related to three strategies used by sex workers to construct a positive self-image to counteract the stigma they face: gendered obligation fulfilment, professional work and responsible citizenship. The paper illustrates that stigmatized-identity management involves complex relationships among individual interpretation, selection and mobilization of gender, work and citizenship scripts, which are contingent on structural features of the environment and may change during migration and relocation.
12. Title: Do Overseas Returnees Excel in the Chinese Labour Market?
Authors: Zaichao Du, Yuting Sun, Guochang Zhao, David Zweig.
Abstract: Overseas study is a global phenomenon and a major business internationally. But does overseas study pay off? Using data from the 2015 China Household Finance Survey (CHFS), we examine the labour market performance of overseas returnees in China. To obtain more accurate results, we matched each returnee with a local so that the domestic group is as similar as possible to the returnee group. We then conducted empirical analyses of the matched data. We find that compared with domestic postgraduates, returnee postgraduates earn about 20 per cent more annually. Moreover, the salary premiums paid for foreign graduate degrees can be attributed principally to the superior human capital gained from overseas education rather than from any “signalling” effect. Also, returnees with graduate degrees are more likely to enter high-income professions and foreign-funded ventures, and to reach higher positions in those organizations. However, we find no significant differences in income, occupation choices and positions between returnee and local bachelor's degree recipients. As such, we suggest that Chinese students and their families are best served when the students obtain a local undergraduate degree and then go overseas for graduate training.
以下是书评：
13. Title: Empire and Righteous Nation: 600 Years of China–Korea Relations
Authors: Adam Cathcart.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Empire and Righteous Nation: 600 Years of China–Korea Relations” by Odd Arne Westad.
14. Title: Sanctions with Chinese Characteristics: Rhetoric and Restraint in China's Diplomacy 
Authors: James Reilly.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Sanctions with Chinese Characteristics: Rhetoric and Restraint in China's Diplomacy” by Angela Poh.
15. Title: China's Civilian Army: The Making of Wolf Warrior Diplomacy 
Authors: Andrew Chubb.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Civilian Army: The Making of Wolf Warrior Diplomacy” by Peter Martin.
16. Title: Law and the Party in China: Ideology and Organisation
Authors: Juan Wang.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Law and the Party in China: Ideology and Organisation” by Rogier Creemers and Susan Trevaskes.
17. Title: How China Escaped Shock Therapy: The Market Reform Debate
Authors: Carl Riskin.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “How China Escaped Shock Therapy: The Market Reform Debate” by Isabella M. Weber.
18. Title: Invisible China: How the Urban–Rural Divide Threatens China's Rise
Authors: Rachel Murphy.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Invisible China: How the Urban–Rural Divide Threatens China's Rise” by Scott Rozelle and Natalie Hell.
19. Title: The End of the Village: Planning the Urbanization of Rural China
Authors: Jesse Rodenbiker.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The End of the Village: Planning the Urbanization of Rural China” by Nick R. Smith.
20. Title: The Children of China's Great Migration
Authors: Minhua Ling.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Children of China's Great Migration” by Rachel Murphy.
21. Title: Workers and Change in China: Resistance, Repression, Responsiveness
Authors: Chris King-Chi Chan.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Workers and Change in China: Resistance, Repression, Responsiveness” by Manfred Elfstrom.
22. Title: Dying for an iPhone: Apple, Foxconn, and the Lives of China's Workers
Authors: Daniel Fuchs.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Dying for an iPhone: Apple, Foxconn, and the Lives of China's Workers” by Jenny Chan, Mark Selden and Pun Ngai.
23. Title: Recovering Histories: Life and Labor after Heroin in Reform-era China
Authors: Shao-Hua Liu.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Recovering Histories: Life and Labor after Heroin in Reform-era China” by Nicholas Bartlett.
24. Title: Exile from the Grasslands: Tibetan Herders and Chinese Development Projects
Authors: Eveline Washul.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Exile from the Grasslands: Tibetan Herders and Chinese Development Projects” by Jarmila Ptáčková.
25. Title: Sunflowers and Umbrellas: Social Movements, Expressive Practices, and Political Culture in Taiwan and Hong Kong
Authors: Jonathan Sullivan.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Sunflowers and Umbrellas: Social Movements, Expressive Practices, and Political Culture in Taiwan and Hong Kong” by Thomas Gold and Sebastian Veg.
26. Title: Taiwan's Green Parties: Alternative Politics in Taiwan
Authors: Ming-Sho Ho.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Taiwan's Green Parties: Alternative Politics in Taiwan” by Dafydd Fell.
27. Title: Affective Encounters: Everyday Life among Chinese Migrants in Zambia
Authors: Cheryl M. Schmitz.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Affective Encounters: Everyday Life among Chinese Migrants in Zambia” by Di Wu.
28. Title: China's Muslims and Japan's Empire: Centering Islam in World War II
Authors: Eric Schluessel.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Muslims and Japan's Empire: Centering Islam in World War II” by Kelly A. Hammond.
29. Title: Revisiting Women's Cinema: Feminism, Socialism, and Mainstream Culture in Modern China
Authors: Xiaoning Lu.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Revisiting Women's Cinema: Feminism, Socialism, and Mainstream Culture in Modern China” by Lingzhen Wang.
