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1. Title: From Truce to Dictatorship: Creating a Revolutionary Committee in Jiangsu 
Authors: Guoqiang, Dong; Walder, Andrew G.
Abstract: Jiangsu was one of the many Chinese provinces that suffered from bitter and prolonged factional violence in 1967 and 1968. It took more than three years to recreate relatively stable government authority, and the process was protracted and highly contentious. A provisional cease-fire orchestrated by Beijing in September 1967 initiated six months of chaotic negotiations in Beijing, in which opposed civilian and military delegations proved immune to the Center's efforts to forge factional unity. The divisions continued to fester after the controversial General Xu Shiyou was put in charge of a new Provincial Revolutionary Committee in March 1968 that gave leading civilian rebels from neither faction significant posts. It took General Xu almost three years to eliminate his civilian and military opponents but, by the end of 1970, after a series of fierce suppression campaigns, he and his military allies ruled Jiangsu with an iron hand.  

2. Title: Dangerous Privilege: The United Front and the Rectification Campaign of the Early Mao Years
Authors: U, Eddy.
Abstract: Why did otherwise savvy or cautious intellectuals put themselves at risk by attacking the dictatorial Chinese Communist state during the Rectification Campaign of 1957? This essay highlights the critical impact of the postrevolution institution of the united front. A primary tool for acquiring support of non-Party personnel, the official institution featured at the élite level a bundle of exclusive privilege and cultivated exemplary cooperation as well as sentiments of trust, confidence and even admiration toward the regime. Determined to conduct a successful rectification campaign, the regime targeted the élites as usual for support but with augmented privilege. The particular yet familiar approach greatly affected the psychology and calculus of the élites, prompting some to cooperate in criticizing the state. Their publicized opinions set off the dissent of intellectuals and resulted in their own decline. The analysis furthers understanding of the united front and state-society relations in the early Mao years.
3. Title: The New Life of the Party: Party-Building and Social Engineering in Greater Shanghai
Authors: Thornton, Patricia M. 
Abstract: While the 2004 introduction of a Party-organized trade union in Wal-Mart's mainland China-based stores was widely reported, far less is known about official Party branches and committees in the non-state-owned sector. Well over 3.5 million Party members now work in "non-publicly owned enterprises", a sector of the economy in which the Party has continued to expand. The Party is experimenting with new organizational arrangements and remaking its social agenda in order to increase its popularity, relevance and appeal, particularly among young urban professionals. This article outlines recent Party-building initiatives in the private sector over the last decade. Drawing upon membership and other data from over 1,000 local Party committees in non-publicly owned enterprises in greater Shanghai, I analyze contemporary "Party life" in "two new" branches-new social and new economic organizations since the adoption of market reform-as a reflection of the Party's possible future as it absorbs the "advanced forces" of an increasingly market-oriented China. 
4. Title: The Partnership of Stability in Xinjiang: State-Society Interactions Following the July 2009 Unrest 
Authors: Cliff, Thomas.
Abstract: Most analyses of central government policy in Xinjiang focus on "the Uyghur problem". This article demonstrates the coexistence of a significant "Han problem" in Xinjiang, and thereby throws a different light on relations between center and periphery in China. Central government reactions to the Ürümqi riots in July 2009 suggest that stability among the Han population of Xinjiang is the center's primary objective, and that this stability is seen to be facilitated by a particular style of development. Furthermore, state-society interactions in the immediate aftermath of the 2009 riots show that Han in Xinjiang perceive themselves to possess collective-if limited and contingent-influence. This perception is the product of the mass frame through which, I argue, the Han mainstream view their relationship with the central government. I call this mass frame "the partnership of stability".  
5. Title: Learning to Live with Pollution: The Making of Environmental Subjects in a Chinese Industrialized Village 
Authors: Lora-Wainwright, Anna; Zhang, Yiyun; Wu, Yunmei; Van Rooij, Benjamin.
Abstract: It is often assumed that, when citizens do not oppose pollution, it is due to their ignorance of its effects or to structural barriers to change. This article argues that a sense that pollution is inevitable is also a major obstacle. We outline the gradual formation of environmental subjects who have learnt to value their environment in ways consonant with the seemingly inevitable presence of pollution. We argue that perceptions of inevitability were produced by: (1) the subordination of villagers to their leaders and the dependence of both on local industries; (2) experiences with protests; and (3) the framing of the exploitation of local resources as part of a broader national project of development. This study sheds light on the study of environmental protests in China by illustrating how parameters for contention come into being and how they are intertwined with the governance of the village and of the environment. 

6. Title: Lessons from Abroad: Foreign Influences on Chinas Emerging Civil Society
Authors: Spires, Anthony J.
Abstract: Over the past decade, a number of foreign grantmakers and international NGOs have funded, initiated and/or designed training programs that introduce their Chinese grantees to "best practices" in "NGO management". Drawing on several years of fieldwork, this article sheds light on the origins and lessons conveyed by two such "capacity-building" programs. Rather than being grounded in the actual, lived experience of Chinese civil society organizations and emerging organically from the bottom up, these programs are shown to reflect more accurately the concerns of foreign donors and the professionalized segment of the North American nonprofit world. The article concludes by suggesting that, despite recurring Chinese suspicions of civil society as a new weapon of foreign imperialism, the structures and practices promoted by donors mesh well with state efforts to channel new social energies into predictable and governable organizational forms.
7. Title: Connections, Paperwork or Passivity: Strategies of Popular Engagement with the Chinese Bureaucracy 
Authors: Munro, Neil.
Abstract: The low degree of institutionalization of Chinese administration means that citizens engaging with the bureaucracy have a choice of strategies to achieve objectives. This article deploys Asia Barometer survey data from 2006 to construct a predictive model of preferences to obtain a government permit, including use of connections (guanxi), bribery, writing letters, waiting patiently, and the passive-pessimistic response "nothing can be done". It finds that strategy preference varies according to location (urban or rural interacting with region), socio-economic status, social capital, political values and political performance evaluations. The pattern of determinants shows that Chinese citizens are cross-pressured. The class and gender nature of guanxi and bribery are an obstacle to the creation of a modern Chinese state, but high levels of social trust, support for political freedom, the market and meritocracy combined with the reservoir of trust enjoyed by executive organs present a favourable climate for efforts to improve governance. 

8. Title: Consultation and Deliberation in China: The Making of China's Health-Care Reform
Authors: Kornreich, Yoel; Vertinsky, Ilan; Potter, Pitman B. 
Abstract: In April 2009, the Chinese government unveiled a plan for a comprehensive overhaul of the country's medical system. This dramatic moment was preceded by public debate, as well as government introduction of forums for public participation, which allowed diverse social groups to provide feedback on the policymaking process. Tracing the origins and outcome of the debate and public participation, we ask whether this debate and participation go beyond consultation and could be regarded as deliberation. Finally, we attempt to evaluate whether this process could precipitate a democratic transition. We contend that the government introduced participatory forums for the purpose of conducting consultation, yet the design of the arenas for consultation created some space for limited deliberation. We conclude that this process is not likely to produce a democratic transition, but argue that it may contribute to better governance, as consultation may generate popular expectations for inclusion and responsiveness.  
9. Title: Mao's Invisible Hand: The Political Foundations of Adaptive Governance in China 
Authors: Rosenberg, Lior.
Abstract: According to Heilmann, the combina- tion of decentralized experimentation with ad hoc central interference, which he calls experimentation under hierarchy, is the key to understanding China's policy process. [...]while the book seeks to highlight continuity of revolutionary practices, it is important to note that none of the authors claims that post-Mao China is identical to China under Mao. 

10. Title: China's Elite Politics: Governance and Democratization 
Authors: Xia, Ming. 
Abstract: Many sentences such as the foUowing occur: "During the entire process of rescue and reUef efforts, China was open, transparent, and effective" (p. 12); "They disrupted the torch relays in several Western cities, in particular Paris, offending not only the Chinese government but also the Chinese people around the world" (p. 13); "The Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, in the end, was indeed the best games ever in Olympic history" (p. 13); "Provincial leaders ... proved to be very effective"; "Minister Liu Zhijun's performance during this crisis was truly outstanding" (p. 193). [...]this book raises concern for the maturity and integrity of China studies as an academic discipline in social sciences, if China scholars easily adopt the position of cheering bandwagoner over critical thinker to embrace a rising but still authoritarian China. 

11. Title: State and Civil Society: The Chinese Perspective 
Authors: Shieh, Shawn. 
Abstract: Political scientists writing about the Reform era, such as Deng Zhenglai and Yu Keping, define civil society as associations lying outside the state and market economy. Whereas the civil society approach focuses on autonomous associations that provide a counterweight to the state, the social capital approach is more concerned with how associations can strengthen social trust through the building of interpersonal relationships and networks. 

12. Title: From Iron Rice Bowl to Informalization: Markets, Workers, and the State in a Changing China
Authors: Siu, Kaxton.
Abstract: Facing declining job security, Chinese workers view social pension rights as being tied more to citizenship status than to employment status, and place high confidence in the Chinese government's ability to provide pensions. In Chapter 5, Kun-Chin Lin shows how market competition informalized the Chinese oil industry. Since 1998, the state-owned oil industry has been restructured into a smaller "core" of permanent employees and a larger "non-core" of informal workers, resulting in abruptly rising wage differentials among various work units and between management and workers.
13. Title: The Challenge of Transition: Trade Unions in Russia, China and Vietnam 
Authors: Chan, Anita
Abstract: According to the authors, the informal strike leaders and the trade union leaders cooperate (p. 73). The chapter's concluding section analyses the three labor movements as a whole: in all three countries, foreign investors are the main targets of workers' protests. Since the peak of lay-offs in state enterprises passed, there has been relative labor peace in that sector, with the workplace unions inactive. 

14. Title: The People's Republic of China at 60: An International Assessment 
Authors: Chin-Dahler, Patrick; Pohlner, Huw.
Abstract: [...]Alan M. Wachman reminds us that the conventional wisdom concerning the PRC's rise is speculative, and discusses the history of the rise of the PRC to suggest that its rise is neither disruptive nor especially transformative. [...]Martin King Whyte uses his 2004 survey to analyze popular attitudes toward inequality patterns in the pre-1978 and post- 1978 eras. 

15. Title: China at 60: Global-Local Interactions 
Authors: Chin-Dahler, Patrick.
Abstract: Natalie Stoianoff provides a brief history of Chinese intellectual property policy and international relations, as well as an overview of the institutional structures and strategies for the protection of intellectual property in China. While Stoianoff rightly argues that comprehension of intellectual property rights in China requires understanding of the institutions responsible for its administration, protection and enforcement, she fails to analyze other important factors leading to a failure of protection. 
16. Title: The Romance of the Three Kingdoms and Mao's Global Order of Tripolarity 
Authors: Yeophantong, P M.
Abstract: [...]specific references to the Three Kingdoms itself and to Mao's own discourses are fairly sparse throughout this book, while later chapters seem to focus more on China's turbulent domestic scene at the time. 
17. Title: After Leaning To One Side: China and Its Allies in the Cold War
Authors: Miller, Robert F. 
Abstract: The objective was to examine the realities behind the Soviet-Chinese alliance during critical periods: namely, the Korean War, the Great Leap Forward and the Vietnam War. Because the chapters were originally published as integral, stand-alone articles, there is a tendency for the narrative to be somewhat repetitive. [...]their own reliance on Chinese military archival statistics is sometimes questionable, for example on US/UN casualties in the Korean War, particularly in its final stage - the so-called "fifth offensive". 

18. Title: Past and Present in China's Foreign Policy: From "Tribute System" to "Peaceful Rise"
Authors: Kositz, Bryce.
Abstract: [...]Harry Harding's chapter lists the ways in which history can influence the present, before concluding that its effect is less than we would like, and that too much delving into history will only make matters worse. 

19. Title: China and the European Union in Africa: Partners or Competitors?
Authors: Varrall, Merriden.
Abstract: [...]by portraying China as a monolithic entity whose rise presents a dichotomous problematic (threat/ opportunity) as an issue to be resolved by existing powersin this case the EU- adopting the correct policy responses, it may run the risk of perpetuating and reiterating existing stereotypes, including that of Africa as the unfortunate arena in which global politics and economics are being enacted. 

20. Title: Inseparable Separation: The Making of China's Taiwan Policy
Authors: Cabestan, Jean-Pierre.
Abstract: [...]it puts into historical perspective several PRC policy concepts that were forged as early as the mid-1950s: "peaceful liberation", "peaceful reunification", Taiwan's political autonomy, status quo in the Strait. 

21. Title: An Unfinished Republic: Leading by Word and Deed in Modern China 
Authors: Wong, John Y
Abstract: [...]even traditionally educated Chinese intellectuals accepted his argument. According to Isaiah BerUn, ChurchiU's rhetorical flourishes were something between Victorian iUustrations in a child's book of history and the historical pageantry depicted in Renaissance waU paintings. 

22. Title: City of Working Women: Life, Space, and Social Control in Early Twentieth-Century Beijing 
Authors: Yun, Zhang.
Abstract: The first part of this book is thematicaUy arranged to iUustrate working women's "UveUhood", "neighborhood" and "leisure", demonstrating women's endeavors to use pubUc spaces as platforms for earning income, for social interaction and for entertainment. In the same vein, Cheng juxtaposes the "middle class" against the "lower class", "Manchu women" against "Han women", without sufficiently detailed elaboration of the complexities of historical context or reference to substantial lists of sources. 
23. Title: Traps Embraced or Escaped: Élites in the Economic Development of Modern Japan and China
Authors: Garcia, Beatriz Carrillo.
Abstract: The book's starting point is a period of divergence in the growth models of both of these countries, which resulted in the rapid economic development of Japan and the submersion of China into civil war and economic stagnation. [...]partly because of its macro perspective, its analysis of élites wears thin as the book progresses through the chronological analysis. [...]the analysis suggests that what actually took place in both Japan and China- though more clearly in Japan- was élite continuity rather than élite destruction, even during the Allied occupation. 
24. Title: The Political Philosophy of Zhang Taiyan: The Resistance of Consciousness
Authors: Zarrow, Peter.
Abstract: Murthy argues that the thought of Zhang (and others) was a "response to the global capitalist system of nation-state" (p. 86); and generally, that late Qing thought was "inextricably linked to the global processes of territorialization and nation -building and the spread of capitalism" (p. 177). Murthy s placement of Chinese intellectuals in the global circulation of ideas-his emphasis on simultaneity rather than backwardness and catching up- makes this book a path-breaking contribution to the study of modern Buddhism, Chinese philosophy and the origins of "national studies", as well as to Chinese political thought and to what might emerge one day as world intellectual history. 

25. Title: The Unlikely Buddhologist: Tiantai Buddhism in Mou Zongsan's New Confucianism
Authors: Chan, Wing-cheuk. 
Abstract: Both Mou and Tang are well-known for the difficulty of their writings. Since their different interpretations of Chinese Buddhism exercise decisive influence upon their respective Confucian doctrines, it is necessary for any serious scholar in Chinese philosophy to understand their works on Chinese Buddhism. Despite these limitations, Clower s book has provided us with a viable starting point for any future research on Mou's understandings of Buddhism and Confucianism. [...]not only Buddhologists but also any serious scholars of contemporary Neo-Confucianism should welcome this publication. 
26. Title: Protest with Chinese Characteristics: Demonstrations, Riots, and Petitions in the Mid-Qing Dynasty 
Authors: Wang, Wensheng.
Abstract: By contrast, the second wave of contentious actions, from 1776 to 1795, saw the predominance of large-scale, state-resisting protests as a result of the government's aggressive efforts to control local people and resources. [...]it not only helps to build better social theory but also lowers the barrier between historians and social scientists. 

27. Title: Coming to Terms with the Nation: Ethnic Classification in Modern China 
Authors: Barabantseva, Elena.
Abstract: [...]the chapter reveals that it was not the CCP's leadership and the team of experts at the Nationalities Affairs Commission but Chinese ethnologists and linguists who played a crucial role in determining the findings of the project. Rather than working within a restrictive notion of Stalin's category of a nation characteristic of a community in the capitalist stage of development, Chinese researchers broadened the conception of minzu to emphasize the "potential" of a group to achieve national traits in the future, to become mature nationalities. 

28. Title: Explorers and Scientists in China's Borderlands, 1880-1950 
Authors: Brophy, David.
Abstract: The chapters vary in style, from close engagement with texts to personal reflections by people who knew personally, or are relatives of, the figures discussed, and to observations made on return visits to the places and peoples they studied. Some of the stories hint at intrigues: for example, the German consul Fritz Weiss, who surveyed the political opinions of local Muslims during World War I (the transcripts of these conversations are sadly lost). 

29. Title: Health and Hygiene in Chinese East Asia: Policies and Publics in the Long Twentieth Century
Authors: Sung, Wen-Ching.
Abstract: [...]the Manchurian pneumonia was new to Chinese traditional understandings of plagues, because it was both acute and transmitted by person-to-person contact. Tseng Yen-fen and Wu Chia-ling examine how the WHO and the Taiwanese government coped with the outbreak of SARS in 2003, concluding that public health authorities at both the national and transnational levels overrated the risk of this disease, in the name of "good governance". 

30. Title: Eating Bitterness: New Perspectives on China's Great Leap Forward and Famine 
Authors: Bernstein, Thomas P.
Abstract: The chapters present PRC historiography of the Leap (Susanne Weigelin-Schwiedrzik); propaganda and ideology (Richard King, Felix Wemheuer); issues pertaining to women (Kimberley Ens Manning); the wide range of distribution practices in the communes (Xin Yi); the effort to create an industrial army in Macheng County, Hubei, which entailed mass destruction of peasant homes and the separation of families (Wang Yanni); the uses of food substitutes (Gao Hua); comparison of famine in Anhui and Jiangxi (Chen Yixin); the role of central and city officials in protecting urban but not rural Tianjin from famine (Jeremy Brown); the thesis that it was peasant resistance that led to the end of the Leap, rather than the initiatives of the top leaders (Ralph Thaxton); and finally, the role of peasant "counteraction" (Gao Wangling). [...]Chen Yixin's chapter on differences in death rates between Anhui and Jiangxi makes the single most important contribution to knowledge in this book, namely to the longstanding puzzle of why provinces differed so greatly in the number of famine deaths. 

31. Title: Governing Educational Desire: Culture, Politics, and Schooling in China
Authors: Fong, Vanessa L.
Abstract: Chapter 5 looks at factors that are increasing educational desire not only in China but also in various other societies worldwide, including social hierarchies, competitive dynamics, agrarian discipline, definitions of ideal masculinity which privilege literary skills, the importance of a national language for nationbuilding, the demographic transition from high to low fertility, a large income gap between "traditional" sectors of the economy requiring less education and "modern" sectors requiring advanced education, and the rise of audit cultures. 

32. Title: The Individualization of Chinese Society
Authors: Brown, Melissa J.
Abstract: Individuals interact as individuals; they have been detached from family and from cares to preserve family, a result of Maoist-era collectivization (p. xxxii) and Reform-era mobility (p. 279). [...]Yan argues, individuals are more influenced by "modern social institutions" than by family considerations (p. 275). Because Yan sees the Party-state's decision to decollectivize as jumpstarting individualization, Chapter 1 focuses on the consequences of decollectivization for household wealth and stratification. 

33. Title: Drink Water, But Remember the Source: Moral Discourse in a Chinese Village
Authors: Palmer, David A.
Abstract: [...]to philosophers and anthropologists of post-Mao China such as Ci Jiwei, Liu Xin and Yan Yunxiang who have described the erosion of China's moral fabric, Oxfeld draws on her ethnography of everyday life to demonstrate that, at least in the village which she studied over almost two decades, moral discourse remains pervasive. 

34. Title: Internet Policy in China: A Field Study of Internet Cafés 
Authors: Liu, Tina. 
Abstract: To make their customers feel at ease rather than constrained, however, is a necessity in a highly competitive market. [...]their strategies of survival involve playing a "guerrilla war" against the "system". To emphasize the significance of Internet cafés, Sun cites CNNIC's 2009 report on Internet development in China which highlights the fact that 42 .4 per cent of Chinese users access the Internet through net bars (p. 4). 

35. Title: China's New Underclass: Paid Domestic Labour 
Authors: Ellerman, Mei-Ling.
Abstract: Citing international frameworks and human rights work, she makes concrete suggestions for change, ranging from preventing unjust or demeaning requests by standardization of work tasks to setting specific punishments for abusive treatment by employers, to assigning legal employment status and rights to workers. Students of international development would particularly benefit from reading this book, which accomplishes its admirable and practical goal of outlining the many challenges and possible remedies which the state and various actors in civil society should consider in addressing migrant domestic workers as members of Chinas underclass. 

36. Title: The Uyghurs: Strangers in Their Own Land
Authors: Cliff, Tom.
Abstract: Uyghurs identify Xinjiang as their homeland and themselves as "Xinjiang people" (p. 4), a claim that is at odds with the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) discourse of a unified multi-ethnic nation with a territory that includes Xinjiang. The Uyghurs has already become assumed reading for scholars in the sub-field of Xinjiang studies, and the book is strongly recommended to anyone interested in nationalism, ethnic identities and inter-ethnic relations in China and Central Asia. 

