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1. Title: Negativity bias in welfare policy feedback effects on mass publics
Authors: Zhang, Youlang; Wang, Qiang; Zhao, Menghan.
Abstract: Extant studies on policy feedback effects have examined how a welfare increase, rather than a decrease, might shape policy attitudes or political engagement. Nevertheless, exploring the effects of welfare decrease on the mass public is significant because of its increasingly crucial relevance to public policy practices worldwide. Using a unique longitudinal national panel survey dataset (2015–2017) related to China's Minimum Living Standard Guarantee Program, this study examines how welfare program benefits influence the policy perceptions and political participation of more than 10,000 economically disadvantaged respondents. A series of analyses showed that all else being equal, starting to receive program benefits in a year does not necessarily produce a positive effect on policy perceptions or on political participation. However, being deprived of program benefits in a year has a significantly negative effect on policy perceptions and political participation. These findings concur with the negativity bias proposed in the psychology literature and contribute to the understanding of the micro-level foundations of welfare policy feedback effects on the mass public.
2. Title: Why efforts to fight corruption can undermine the social contract: Lessons from a survey experiment in Nigeria
Authors: Cheeseman, Nic; Peiffer, Caryn.
Abstract: Anticorruption awareness raising efforts are designed to encourage citizens to resist and report corruption but have been found to either not work or have unwanted effects—including increasing bribe payment. This article represents the first test of whether these efforts also undermine critical aspects of a society's social contract, namely, willingness to pay tax. Using a household level survey experiment in Lagos, Nigeria, we assess whether exposure to five messages about (anti)corruption influence citizens' belief that they have a duty to pay taxes, or “tax morale”. Though they were different in tone and content, four of the five messages undermined tax morale. We argue that this is likely because anti-corruption messages raise awareness of corruption risks, and hence concerns that taxes will be wasted. In turn, this highlights a new potential unintended and unwanted consequence of policy interventions that focus on raising awareness of government failings.
3. Title: The chemical framework: Exploring Europeanisation in French, Austrian, and Irish eHealth policy processes
Authors: Bérut, Chloé.
Abstract: The aim of this article is to present a new “chemical” framework, through which heterogeneous observations on public policy-making can be systematically interpreted. This chemical framework is based on a combination of policy stages and John W. Kingdon's Multiple Streams Framework. This framework has three points of potential analytical leverage, which are identified in this article: the conceptualisation of temporal triggers that go beyond agenda-setting, the opportunity to conduct holistic analyses of the policy processes, and a focus on the connections between policy stages and the way these connections affect the three streams. These three dimensions are explored by analysing the process of soft Europeanisation occurring in French, Austrian, and Irish digital health (eHealth) policies. The empirical sections therefore detail how EU-induced changes may be conceptualised using the chemical framework, highlighting avenues for future research in Europeanisation and policy studies.
4. Title: Compliance with government policies during emergencies: Trust, participation and protective actions
Authors: Mizrahi, Shlomo; Cohen, Nissim; Vigoda‐Gadot, Eran; Krup, Dana Natan.
Abstract: When and why do citizens comply with government policies and restrictions during emergencies? We investigate possible answers to this question. We propose a mediation model where trust in government and emergency organizations as well as perceived government effectiveness mediate the relationships between participation in decision making and the willingness to comply. We also utilize the protective action decision‐making model where perceptions about protective actions and threats can add to the explanation. Using a national survey distributed to a representative sample of the Israeli population during the wake of a second wave of the spread of Covid‐19, we found that the willingness to comply during emergencies is related to these research variables. Participation in decision‐making appears to be the main variable, but it is negatively related to the willingness to comply. We conclude that the public sector should develop and improve communication and participatory mechanisms with citizens specifically for emergencies.
5. Title: Valuation of sector‐switching and politicization in the governance of corporatized public services.
Authors: Papenfuß, Ulf; Schmidt, Christian Arno.
Abstract: Corporatization has great potential for public service provision, but governments face severe challenges in recruiting executive directors (EDs) with relevant human capital. Debates arise about the roles of sector‐switching and politicization in public corporation governance, but a critical research gap exists. ED pay (EDP) is a crucial governance factor and signifies the valuation of ED human capital. This study links debates on sector‐switching and politicization with human capital theory discourses and analyzes a panel dataset of 1832 ED observations in 291 German public corporations. Political mandate holders and former private‐sector EDs receive significantly higher EDP, whereas political human capital is valued even higher. Operating in a profit context strengthens the pay effects for political mandate holders but, contrary to widespread assumptions, not for former private‐sector EDs. This study enhances the theoretical understanding of the valuation of human capital factors in public corporation governance and provides important research perspectives.
6. Title: Government responsiveness and citizen satisfaction: Evidence from environmental governance.
Authors: Nie, Lin; Wang, Hongchuan.
Abstract: Prior research has overlooked the dynamics between government responsiveness and citizen satisfaction. This article addresses this gap by examining (1) how styles of government responses affect citizen satisfaction differently and (2) how external events moderate the effects of government responsiveness on citizens. Drawing upon 79,360 environmental demands sent to local leaders in China and 100,905 Chinese citizens' environmental assessments collected from 2013 to 18, this study finds that actional and explanatory responses positively influence citizen satisfaction, while referral responses negatively affect citizen satisfaction. Moreover, these relationships are subject to the moderating effects of exogenous pressures. Top‐down pressure from the central government's environmental inspections and bottom‐up pressure from the environmental documentary Under the Dome represent two types of exogeneities during the study period. The findings corroborate a dynamic government‐citizen relationship that is shaped by government responding actions and sociopolitical changes.
7. Title: Politicians' complaint response: E‐governance and personal relationships.
Authors: O'Brochta, William.
Abstract: When do politicians respond to individuals' public service complaints? Technological solutions—termed e‐governance—have been shown to help increase responsiveness in some developing nations where they serve to connect individuals, politicians, and bureaucrats for the first time. I argue that in country‐contexts like India, where personal connections to bureaucrats and politicians are common, politicians are less responsive to complaints registered with e‐governance systems than to complaints delivered via personal connections. Using data from public complaints, complaint responses, and field interviews in Delhi, I show that politicians are not responsive when complaints submitted to e‐governance systems increase, but that they are responsive to complaints submitted to them through personal connections. This result suggests that the introduction of an e‐governance system does not necessarily increase government performance. Politicians are incentivized to be more responsive to complaints registered directly with them because those complaints are more likely to generate electoral benefits.
8. Title: Informal networks as investment: A qualitative analysis from Uganda and Tanzania.
Authors: Baez‐Camargo, Claudia; Costa, Jacopo; Koechlin, Lucy.
Abstract: The paper interprets informal networks as investments made by citizens and business people to cope with the public sphere. Informal networks often orchestrate corruption, connecting public and private actors. The paper aims to understand their key characteristics, scopes, and functional roles. Ten mini case studies from Tanzania and Uganda are studied. The research applies narrative analysis to explore the experiences of citizens, entrepreneurs, and low‐level public officials, who built informal networks as a problem‐solving mechanism. It uses a grounded theory approach. The findings serve as working hypotheses about variables and patterns emerging from the bottom‐up analysis. The paper outlines: (a) whether there are distinct types of informal networks associated with particular types of corruption; (b) how, why and by whom these networks are built; (c) whether different individuals play specific roles; (d) the unwritten expectations and norms that govern such networks. The results highlight critical implications for anti‐corruption practice, showing, for example, how this can be strengthened by shifting the intervention unit from individuals to networks.
9. Title: Buying stones: Welfare spending and protests in Argentina, 2008–2019.
Authors: Del Tredici, Romina; González, Lucas; Zarazaga, Rodrigo.
Abstract: Why do some governments manage to curb protest while others cannot and turmoil escalates to a social outbreak? This study proposes a theoretical argument that specifies how discretionary spending reduces conflict, highlighting the role of social movements in managing protests. It examines this and alternative arguments in Argentina, a country with strong social movements and historically large mobilizations, using statistical analysis with an original database on protests and a population of 364 national government programs between 2008 and 2019. The article makes a contribution by finding a differential effect between specific types of social spending, programmatic and discretional, and protests. It also specifies the linkage between the main variables using qualitative evidence during two presidencies. The goal of discretionary distribution is not to win an election but to ensure governance. The article finally raises some comparative implications on the role of social movements and welfare spending in Latin America.
10. Title: How political connections exploit loopholes in procurement institutions for government contracts: Evidence from China.
Authors: Lu, Shenghua; Wang, Hui.
Abstract: Conventional studies show that political connections have significant distributional effects. Yet, the means by which political connections affect the distribution of economic resources has not been fully investigated. This paper examines the role of political connections in the allocation of government procurements in China by combining quantitative and qualitative evidence. For quantitative analysis, we focus on a specific type of political connections, namely revolving‐door recruitment. A unique dataset between 2016 and 2020 based on the contract‐level transaction records of government procurements and the resumes of listed firms' board members and executives is established. The results suggest that firms establishing political connections by recruiting former government officials acquire more government procurements in the connected jurisdictions. Complementing with qualitative analysis from two publicly reported judicial cases, we show that political connections exploiting the loopholes in procurement institutions, including manipulating procurement methods, setting up restrictive requirements, and intervening in the process of expert evaluation, drives the allocation of government procurements. The results demonstrate that political connections exploit the loopholes in the context of weak institutions to benefit companies.
11. Title: Vacancies among appointees in U.S. federal agencies: Implications for employee attitudes and intentions.
Authors: Rutherford, Amanda; Hameduddin, Taha.
Abstract: Attention to vacancies in appointee positions subject to U.S. Senate confirmation has grown dramatically. Research regarding appointee vacancies commonly assumes negative consequences—loss of political control, promotion of second‐rate subordinates, undermined teamwork—for public agencies though little empirical work exists to confirm such expectations. This study tests whether vacancies at the top of U.S. federal agencies influence job satisfaction and turnover intention among upper‐level employees. Using vacancy data and multiple waves of the Federal Human Capital Survey/Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey, we find that upper‐level employees report marginally higher levels of satisfaction when vacancies occur. Further, these vacancies have a negative association with individual‐level intent to leave an agency for another job in the federal government, signaling a higher likelihood that institutional knowledge is maintained.
12. Title: Professional ecologies in European sustainable finance.
Authors: Seabrooke, Leonard; Stenström, Annika.
Abstract: Finding direction in new policy areas requires a combination of mandate, expertise, and stakeholder engagement. Here we investigate the formation of the EU's sustainable finance agenda through activity in and around its High Level Expert Group and Technical Expert Group. Actors from different professional ecologies struggle to determine the treatment of sustainable finance and establish policy practices. Those who shape issue treatments can be supported by a capacity to influence from either official mandate, scientific esteem, or claims to experience. These are contending conjectures to locate action among the professionals engaged in the process. We adjudicate between mandate, esteem, and experience with an assessment of the network ties and career histories of those involved in sustainable finance. Our findings suggest that those with many ties and mixed careers win. Professionals identified as offering access to a potential network of investors exhibit greater control over how issues are treated, to the detriment of civil society actors. We demonstrate likely influence over issue treatment through a discussion of environmental and social disclosures and debt financing mechanisms in European sustainable finance expert groups.
13. Title: Reaching out to affluent interest groups? Assessing the moderating role of membership influence across old and new democracies.
Authors: Stevens, Frederik.
Abstract: This paper seeks to explain under which conditions policymakers actively reach out to interest groups. Policymakers are often expected to contact affluent groups more often than resource‐strapped ones because these organizations can provide them with more and better policy expertise. I argue that economic resources are less important than often assumed and expect that the role of financial means in enjoying outreach from policymakers is contingent on the degree of membership influence. To test this argument empirically, I rely on survey data of over 2.500 interest groups active in six European countries varying in democratic maturity. The results demonstrate that wealthy groups are contacted more frequently than economically deprived ones, but only when members exert a strong influence over the group's political positioning. This is true except for relatively new democracies where the effect of economic resources does not vary systematically across differential levels of membership influence.
14. Title: Under what conditions does bureaucracy matter in the making of global public policies?
Authors: Ege, Jörn; Bauer, Michael W.; Wagner, Nora; Thomann, Eva.
Abstract: This study investigates how configurations of bureaucratic autonomy, policy complexity and political contestation allow international public administrations (IPAs) to influence policymaking within international organizations. A fuzzy‐set Qualitative Comparative Analysis of 17 policy decisions in four organizations (FAO, WHO, ILO, UNESCO) shows that all IPAs studied can be influential in favorable contexts. When policies are both contested and complex, even IPAs lacking autonomy can influence policy. If either complexity or contestation is absent, however, it is the variant of autonomy of will that helps the IPA exploit procedural strategies of influence. Low autonomy of will, among other factors, explains why IPAs cannot exert influence. Conversely, the variant of autonomy of action appears largely irrelevant. The study provides new insights into the role of bureaucracy beyond the state, exemplifying how research of bureaucratic influence can yield more systematic results in various empirical settings.
15. Title: Crippling Leviathan ‐ How foreign subversion weakens the state.
Authors: Soifer, Hillel D.
Abstract: But foreign policy motives are not enough: Lee argues that subversion is only possible when those neighboring countries can draw on existing domestic proxy groups it can use as instruments to undermine state authority. Lee provides a novel explanation for this variation in what she calls "state consolidation" that re-orients a scholarship firmly focused on domestic factors, arguing that international subversion hampers state consolidation. Crippling Leviathan - How foreign subversion weakens the state.
16. Title: The scarce state: Inequality and political power in the hinterland.
Authors: Letsa, Natalie Wenzell.
Abstract: Reframing the state in terms of its "scarcity" seems simple, and yet it radically shifts how we think about its capacity to shape society, and the expectations we have for how society should react to state actions. Strong societies and weak states: State-society relations and state capabilities in the third world. Upon immediate reflection, the title of Noah Nathan's new book, The Scarce State, is hardly remarkable.
17. Title: Revolution in Syria: Identity, networks, and repression
Authors: El Kurd, Dana.
Abstract: Relying on Weber's broad definition of identity, Mazur asserts that the processes at work in the Syria case conform to the parameters of ethnic identity and conflict instead. Using the case of the first 2 years of the Syrian uprizing and combining local and national data, Mazur details how protests become "ethnicized" and how regime reactions lead to protracted violence. The author's overarching argument is that regime violence spurs the ethnicization of such uprisings, and this violence is predicated on the regime's reach within specific segments of society.
18. Title: Shrinking Whitehall: Fundamental reform to improve efficiency.
Authors: Gill‐Tiney, Patrick.
Abstract: For example, the Department for International Trade would be swallowed by the FCDO since Ambler claims that promoting British interests in international trade should be the core of what the FCDO does (p. 172). Arguing that the civil service is too unwieldy and inefficient, Ambler makes the case for a radical overhaul in the number of civil servants and diversity of civil service responsibilities. Removing various agencies from civil service departments and creating public corporations overseen by select committees could be a way forward.
19. Title: Sacred foundations: The religious and medieval roots of the European state.
Authors: Saylor, Ryan.
Abstract: Anna Grzymala-Busse lucidly details how the Roman Catholic Church influenced state building in medieval Europe. And although Grzymala-Busse argues that "the medieval church fundamentally shaped state formation in Europe" (p. 12), she is ultimately cautious and does not "claim that the church somehow determined the course of European state development" (p. 181). I Sacred foundations i deserves to be a touchstone of European state formation for its breadth, incisiveness, and originality.
